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General Framework  
The seminar of experts is one of several activities organized by the Organization Against Torture in 
Tunisia as part of the pan-African campaign "Poverty is not a crime." This seminar was held in a hotel 
in Hammamet on March 20 and 21, 2021. The general objective of this conference is to raise 
awareness among Tunisia's civil society and judicial authorities about the importance of 
implementing alternative penalties for petty offences rather than repressive ones. The specific 
objectives are: first, to identify the petty offences and alternative penalties that currently exist in 
Tunisian laws and and legislation. Second, to draw the attention to the connection between poverty, 
social and economic policies with the rise of crime and offences. Third, to come up with 
recommendations to advocate for the reform of penal Code and laws criminalizing petty offences. 
Thirty-one participants attended this conference. Among them judges, magistrates, lawyers, 
representatives of civil society, psychologists, sociologists, and economists. 

 

The Opening Session 
Mr Chokri Latif, vice-president of the organization against torture in Tunisia and the representative 
of the alliance 

Following the welcome speech, Mr Latif outlined the general context of the expert conference and 
stated that the event was part of the Pan-African campaign "Poverty is Not a Crime." 

He said, according to him the government failed to adopt an effective development pattern to reduce 
the incidence of the crisis. Claiming that, on the contrary, it has referred to criminalizing poverty and 
vulnerable people for a number of petty offences that represent no risk to public order. 

He also spoke about the socioeconomic effects of the coronavirus pandemic, particularly on the poor 
and marginalized groups, and how it forces them to participate in actions such as mendicity, street 
vending, and day labor in the opening markets in order to survive. And how those activities placed 
them in confrontation with authorities and in violation of the law, culminating in the arrest of some 
of them. 

Mr. Chokri Latif stated that petty offences were not only those related to poverty, but also those 
related to freedom of expression, assembly, and protest, citing the last arrests of January and 
February 2021, which have reached 2000 citizens, the majority of whom were minors and children. 

According to him, all these data make the reform of the judiciary and justice system an emergency 
to make them more compliant with regional and international human rights and citizens standards. 

Mr Jamel M’sellem, President of Human rights league in Tunisia 

He said that he expects to come up with outputs by civil society, human rights defenders in order to 
reenforce our advocacy for penal code reform on the benefits of decriminalization of petty offences 
in Tunisian laws. He went on to say that the Tunisian human rights league has asked for the release 
of all prisoners detained during the previous social mouvement, but only 1520 among 13.000 were 
released. 



 

 

He claimed that the league has been visiting detention centers since 2012. Relying on our experience, 
I believe it is time to advocate for the reform of legislation, especially criminal laws for petty offences, 
in order to minimize prison overcrowding. That revealed that it is leading to human rights abuses and 
the detainee's return to the detention center rather than limiting the spread of crimes and 
infractions.  

Finally, Mr. M'sellam expressed his fears about the spread of the coronavirus among detainees, 
especially after the spread of a new strain of the coronavirus pandemic and called for an activist 
campaign to free all of the convicted in the previous social movement. 

 

 

The first session 
Mr Mondher Cherni, the moderator 

He mentioned the country's social and economic problems and the 
importance of advocating for the decriminalization of petty offences. He 
also noted that the pandemic has led to the rising number of vulnerable 
and disadvantaged citizens who live on the margins of the economic 
session. Arguing that it was evident from the growing number of beggars 
and vagrants on the sidewalks. 

He also acknowledged that the state's penal and defense agenda was 
shown by the number of detainees in the previous social revolution. He 



 

also said that the stringent procedures were shown in January and February, and that those arrests 
were a letter from the state to society stating that we are going to engage in extreme severe 
economic procedures. 

In addition, Mr. Cherni gave an outline of the intervention made by Ms. Sana Ben Achour, who is 
unable to attend the conference but has submitted her intervention to the organization against 
torture in Tunisia. 

He said that Miss Ben Achour began her involvement by defining words and phrases such as "offence" 
and "infraction" in order to ascertain their definitions and implications. 

She explained that the expression "offence" has no consistent and rational legislative, legal, or 
judiciary significance, but despite the fragmentation of their classifications, they indicate a comon 
sense that the offences criminalized by law were acting less significant to be enacted by the 
mitigating infraction or offence inflicting penalties, including those depriving liberty. She believed 
that by reading and studying the Tunisian Penal Code, we could reveal the persistence of 
discriminatory public order of petty offences. noting that anyone who looks at the Penal Code is 
surprised by its retrograde and oppressive nature, as well as its contradiction with constitutional 
principles and regional and international human rights standards. Both require repressive penalty, 
and even the criminalization was based on two theories: uncertainty and prejudice. They were not a 
result of illegal activities .She believed that such crimes were generated arbitrarily based on the social 
stigma for vulnerable groups for their social and economic conditions, since mendicity is based on 
wealth and finished by criminalizing poverty, and adultery is based on gender and finished by 
criminalizing women. 

 

Mr Karim Boulila, Judge and counsel in the criminal department in the Court of Appeal  

He stated that the earliest theory of crime science and 
punishment advocated for prioritizing the meanings of 
transformation, recovery, and incorporation over the 
meanings of coercive penalties depriving liberty by 
promoting the ideas of introducing new solutions such as 
operationalizing alternative penalties or undermining 
penalties. He believed it was preferable to download these 
concepts for petty offences, but he acknowledged that the 
numerous penal provisions in-laws did not characterize the 
definition of petty offences as well as the Tunisian lawmaker 
in the Penal Code or the penal Code process, and he 
classified offences into three categories: infractions, 
offences, and crimes. As a result, he noted that offences with 

a sentence of less than a year were deemed petty offences. As a result, he noted that offences with 
a sentence of less than a year were considered petty offences. 

M. Boulila has discussed the effects of decriminalizing minor offences on the justice system. He said 
that we have many archaic laws and that maintaining such laws causes many judiciary problems 
because the penal code was old and had not had significant rectifications made to it in terms of 
offences. 



 

In addition, the penal Code criminalizes certain actions that violate individual rights, such as 
homosexual marriages and drug’s use. He believes that these laws had been superseded by Tunisian 
society's social and intellectual advancement. Despite these challenges, and despite dealing under 
obsolete legislation, the Tunisian justice system aims to use some of the existing legislative means to 
mitigate custodial sentences, such as reconciliation by mediation. Working for the benifit of public 
interest, as well as the penal compensation system. 

He also explored the effects of the decriminalization of minor offences on the Tunisian penal system. 
He said that the most significant effect was the reduction of uncarcerated population, as Tunisian 
jails are experiencing significant overcrowding as a result of pre-trial custody and custodial penalties. 
Despite all efforts to guide judges by counseling sessions aimed at public proscutors and magistrates 
to limit the use of custodial detentions and the introduction of alternative sentences preventing jail 
identification cards for the convicted, clean people, and children in minor offences. He stated that 
one of the effects on the penal system is a reduction in the proportion of inmates returning since 
short-term prisons did not result in a transformation or recovery scheme, but rather increased the 
violent tendency of the delinquent by his interaction with dangerous prisoners. 

 

The intervention of Miss Abir Ben Amor, Lawyer, Alternative penalities in Tunisian legislation  

She indicated that this conference comes under the background of 
the transforming principle that the penal system is experiencing 
after the 2014 constitution, as well as the need for implementing 
positive legislation to better uphold human rights in accordance 
with Article 27 of the Tunisian constitution and Article 11 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 14 of the Universal 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, followed by Article 6 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights, This is undertaken by 
shifting away as far as possible from the concept of absolute 
deterrent, which has resulted in the breakdown of penal policies or 
the elimination of the criminal phenomenon, and toward a 

combination of the general community's right to achieve peace and protection, as well as the 
necessity of respect for human rights and dignity. 

She included an explanation of the penal code's alternative measures in relation to minor offences, 
classifying them into three sections: before, after, and after the trial phase. She stated that the 
measure taken prior to the trial phase is reconciliation by mediation, with the goal of ensuring 
compensation for the damages caused by the crime and allowing the defendant to amend his crime 
without being prosecuted. In the prosecution process, the second alternative measures are 
involuntary release, conditional release, and placing the convicted under supervised release.  

 He also listed the alternate steps taken for children during this period, which include temporarily 
returning the child to his parents, temporarily transferring him to an observation centre, or 
temporarily transferring him to an institution or agency dealing with education, training, or 
rehabilitation. Third, alternative provisions in the trial phase include public benefit work, financial 
liability, an electronic monitoring system, and a postponement of the penalty. The conditional release 
and special amnesty are the final alternative measures at the penalty execution stage. 

 



 

Discussion and Debate  
Mr Dhia Eddine Morou, Representative of the National Institute for the prevention of torture 
He said that the issue of decriminalizing minor offenders involves two challenges: the first is at the 
legislative level, and the second is at the implementation level. On the first level, he said that the 
penal code should be examined socially because it has been in use for 107 years and has undergone 
several revisions. These revisions also corrupted the bond established by the legislator to control 
society's judiciary. As a result, we believe it is time to rethink reforming certain old and redundant 
words in the penal code. In the second level, he said that he believes that talking about abusing the 
side of a public official, violating sacred principles, or proclaiming intentionally obscenity are texts in 
which we did not know the definition of words, and that by using such texts, we have opened the 
door to certain judicial and security applications. 

Mr. Noureddine Jaoudi, Judge 
He believes they are two distinct topics, and that in order to find a solution, we should define 
standards for assessing petty offences and incorporate a legal approach with a social approach. 

Ms Dorra Mahfoudh, Sociologist 
According to what he has heard, the wealthy will purchase their freedom by restitution to the state 
or the afflicted, while the poor cannot, and therefore only the poor can be imprisoned. She said that 
by doing so, we are promoting inequality. 

Mr. Moez Cherif, President of the Tunisian Association for the Rights of the Child 
He reminded us that this is not only a Tunisian initiative, but an African campaign as well. He asked 
about the procedures contained in African legislation that would enable us to persuade our state to 
follow the decision of the African court of human rights and citizens. 

The second point raised from Mr Cherif is the concept of discretionary authority in the possession of 
the government magistracy, which raises issues such as the adaptation of certain cases that do not 
warrant prison sentences, such as infractions, into offences when there are certain laws linked to 
discretionary matters. 

Mr Cherif inquired whether the alternative penalties were recorded in the detainer's report card, and 
if so, if the person was eligible to join the economic and social cycle. 

Finally, he stressed the importance of the alternative penalties mentioned and called for their 
continued implementation. 

Mr Mohamed Melki, Chief of the Public Prosecutor 
He believes that minor offences be decided by the Tunisian legislator by district courts and those 
courts deal with infractions and offences that do not exceed one year of detention and are presided 
over by an individual judge.  

He admitted that the correlation between petty offences and poverty could be relevant in certain 
ways, but he stressed the importance of paying attention to the problem of criminalization in the 
offences that we considered minor, taking into consideration the fact of criminality all over the world 
and in Tunisia, arguing with the example of begging. He said that we no longer have a simple 
perception of mendicity and prostitution because there are now networks conducting mendicity and 
prostitution. As a result, he saw that if we proceeded in the path of not criminalizing any minor 



 

offences, we are currently enacting legislation to address major crimes such as money laundering. 
Finally, he said that we should address the concept of the penalty's identity, and that this is what 
should be applied in judicial work. 

 

Ms Dorra Mahfoudh, University Professor, Researcher, and Expert in Gender: economic and social 
vulnerability and delinquency: a paradoxical relationship. 

She began by introducing certain indicators that would be used to 
affirm or reject the notion that criminality and delinquency are 
inseparably linked to poverty. The first is an increase in the 
proportion of criminality between 2017 and 2019 to 2000 crimes 
per month for youth aged 16 to 28.  The second indicator is the 
city of Tataouine in addition to great cities such as Tunis center, 
great Tunis, Sfax, and Nabeul. She mentioned that, despite the 
city's rising unemployment rate, it has a low rate of delinquency as 
compared to other major cities. As a result, Ms Mahfoudh believed 
that the association between poverty and delinquency was not a 
cause-result relationship, and that many factors contributed to it, 
namely inequality, especially a feeling of injustice, inequality of 
opportunities, and illiteracy (43 percent of women and 21 percent 
of men were illiterate). 

 

Discussion and debate  
Mr Moez Cherif: 
He believed that, relying on certain indicators and factors, a realignment should be made by making 
delinquency of children and their being in conflict with the law have a clause connection with family 
problems, paving the way for a second step, which is assuming the responsibility of the family 
because poverty. Since the majority of children are casualties of the school system, as well as the 
insecurity of the home, socioeconomic problems and ignorance have been inherent. Indeed, the state 
of vulnerability that the Tunisian family is facing has influenced the child's childhood and deepened 
the crisis, as acknowledged by the World Bank by admitting that the liberal trend in economic policy 
has exacerbated the crisis. He also said that children are the most vulnerable group in society due to 
the coexistence of poverty and crime, and that all statistics indicate that children are poorer than 
women and women are poorer than the general poverty. He mentioned that it does not seem to him 
that there is no strong relationship between poverty and delinquency. 

Mr Fares Khriji: Representative of Generation against Marginalization Organization 
He reminded the participants of the recommendation made in 2018 in regard to the penal practice 
code, namely the decriminalization of sentences of less than six months of prison, including 
infractions, in order to achieve the necessary reforms. He also reminded the participants of the 
recommendation of the department of rights and freedom, which is a department that guarantees 
fundamental standards and upholds democratic values, and he believes that this will uphold the 
justice system in accordance with the modern Tunisian legislator's theory. 



 

Mr Chokri Boukhari, Government Prosecutor Assistant 
He mentioned that he is opposed to the elimination of minor crime criminalization, but he is in favor 
of declassifying them, such as converting jail to a financial linear system. 

He also spoke to his work experience as a Gouvernement prosecutor assistant and agreed that the 
process is competitive and effective. He also said that the perpetrator was directly asked if he wanted 
to work with the public interest. 

Ms Najma Aoudi, President of the Tunisian association for the search of development 
She agreed that not only poverty would lead to delinquency, but when we associated poverty with a 
lack of values provided by family and education, and when the position of the family becomes absent, 
as well as an increase in economic and social insecurity, there were reasons that contributed to 
delinquency or a person's project of delinquency. When a kid drops out of school, he ends up on the 
street, where he has a variety of traumatic experiences. As a result, she believed that poverty was a 
significant factor in delinquency and that the state was responsible for this through its laws and 
directives. 

Mr. Hammadi Henchiri, A lawyer and representative of Damj for justice and equality association 
He said that the Tunisian legislator's technique is backward because it defines the crime with the 
punishment. That is by the result, although it should be constrained objectively. This is accomplished 
by defining a minor crime as one in which the illegal outcome was not dangerous and reversible in a 
non-punitive manner according to judicial reasoning. 

He also believed that some minor offences were out of date and that we should not live with them 
as sexual crimes such as homosexuality and adultery when there were no significant criminal 
repercussions. 

The second argument he considered was that we cannot talk of decriminalization of minor offences 
in the absence of a fair trial due to the large number of cases (between 100 and 150 cases) that the 
judge should address in a single meeting. He regarded it as a critical concern because it resulted in 
several irregularities in a fair trial. 

Mr. Salah Lamloum, Magistrate 
He stated that we cannot decriminalize minor offenders but can instead focus on alternative 
penalties because, in his opinion, it is the only tool that has the efficiency to minimize severe 
penalties. Especially the alternative penalty of working for the benefit of public interest. 

 

Moderator: Mr. Chokri Latif, Vice President of Organization Against Torture in Tunisia 

Intervention of Mr. Abd Jelil El Bedoui, Professor of Economics: The 
poor are victims of developmental choices.  

Since the beginning of his intervention, Mr. Abdel-Jalil Al-Badawi has stated that 
poverty is difficult to quantify in absolute terms. It has been a source of debate 
in Tunisia since 2011 when the Ministry of Social Affairs conducted a survey that 
showed that poverty accounts for 24.7 percent of the population.this survey 
was based on a questionnaire mostly dealing with destitute families and 
families that benefit from certain social programs. After much criticism, the 
National Institute of Statistics admitted that its measurement of poverty was 



 

based on the actual poverty that they worked with up to 2011. However, the measurement of indicators varies 
depending on the World Bank classification. 

He also emphasized that there are no specific economic and social policies that target poverty, but rather 
processes and services to keep up with poverty to reduce its intensity and effects such as services for poor 
households, assistance with essential materials, and job programs.  

According to him, there is no agenda aimed at eradicating and escaping poverty. Instead, some 
services contributing to help the poor. 

On the other hand, he indicated that the poverty rate according to the existing official indicators for 
the year 2015 according to the National Institute of Statistics is 15.2% With the distinction between 
regions and regions and that the most recent figure announced is 21%. 

Thus, he announced that the rate of deterioration in poverty has started to diminish, which he finds 
to be one of the fundamental characteristics of poverty, noting that there is an increase in 
socioeconomic inequality. 

He also found the situation to be precarious due to several factors, including a rise in the 
unemployment rate and its stability at a high level internationally, with Tunisia ranking 142nd out of 
187 countries in terms of unemployment, and because unemployment is the most significant factor 
in poverty. 

For him, the effects of the Tunisian economy's liberal transformations after 1986, were manifested 
in the abandoning of achieving substantive and full employment, targetting in favor of achieving 
competitiveness. The government was no longer interested in  permanent jobs and wage 
adjustments. The process was modified from the contract formula before the last census in 2013, 
when we had 16%. They work with fixed-term and 40-year contracts, 43.3 percent with permanent 
contracts, and the rest work without contracts. In addition to that, the parallel economy, which 
deems one of the elements that contribute to fragility. 

For these reasons, he saw that the new growth pattern is insufficient to keep pace with poverty. 
Second is that in the stage of political transformation, the judiciary has collapsed on even the bare 
minimum of national unity, which is reflected in the modern space by the state's commitment to 
ensuring rights such as the right to work and the right to health. As a result, he believed that the 
alternatives be embodied in the position of the state, which would focus on developing a social 
agenda focused on democratic gains and rights activation. In addition to the adoption of a solidarity 
culture and the participation of someone to carry that out by clear policy and the redistribution of 
wealth and land. 

Intervention of Mr. Moez Cherif, President of Organization for the 
Liberty of Child in Tunisia.  Poverty in relation with children in 
Tunisia 

He provided a range of official statistics and indicators, including 
the presence of 22,500 prisoners in Tunisia in2020, compared to 
19,000 beds, and the presence of 13,558 prisoners awaiting trial. 

He stated that according to 2018 figures, there were 328 children 
in the reformatory, including 20 girls, and pointing out that Tunisia 



 

has five reformatories, one of which is for girls. In addition, he claimed that the rate of return was 
30.48 percent. 

In terms of official figures for the year2019, it presented indicators that reveal the increasing number 
of children in reformatories and the growth of problems among children between 2018 and2019, 
which are 2,392 detainees due to abuse, 4,080 detainees due to assaulting the gains of others, and 
261 detainees due to juvenile problems such as drug use. 

He highlighted that there is a close relationship between the rise in the number of delinquent children 
and poverty, as well as a relationship between family size, cultural level, regional association, and 
social assistance. When the poverty rate in Tunisia was 15.2 percent, the number of children 
identified as poor was 21.2 percent. 

On the second stage of his intervention, Mr. Moez Al-Sharif presented figures that included the 
number of notices to the Childhood Protection Delegate, which already doubled between 2008 
and2018, from 7639 notices to17449, in contrast to the number of mediation requests, which 
declined from 952 to 780 requests during the same time. 

These indicators demonstrate insufficient use and activation of the mediation system, and they differ 
between school dropouts, students, and those in vocational training. 

They also vary between younger and older children, with younger children witnessing fewer 
mediation. It was also shown in the figures that the activation of mediation in the criminal process 
differs, as we find 40% before meeting the court and 60% as they cooperate before the courts, and 
the crimes in which the mediation takes place are offences relating to fraud, and the contradiction 
was clarified by the societal boom in the months of January and February. Finally, he stressed the 
reformators' failure to adapt to the situation of children in the progressive pattern of the evolution 
of the degree of criminality among children between the years 2018 and2019, a development that is 
occurring in the light of child poverty, economic and social problems, and school disruption. as well 
as the fact that the degree of professional incorporation of children who attended the reformatory 
did not reach 2.8 percent. 

 

Presentation of Mrs. Mary Caroline Motta, Representatives of the Organization Lawyers Without 
Borders  

In her intervention, Mrs, Marie Caroline pointed that according to law 52 drug consumption 
offence punishment is currently intense.  

The police apply arbitrary policies of arrests against light drug consumers. She used the example 
of the judgement issued by the Court of Kef against the three men who smoked cannabis. The 
prison term was 30 years for each of them; however, the Appellate court alleviated the 
judgement to only 2 years.  

Suggestions are currently proposed to reform law 52. Mrs, Marie Caroline affirmed that there is a 
political and legal fight against Law 52 that must be won.  

Despite the 2017 revision, law 52 is still narrowing down and oppressing the young. The 
reformation mentioned didn’t contribute to the alleviation of overcrowding in prisons.  

The current law ignores the fact that drug consumption is an issue related to public health. 
 



 

Debate and discussion 
Mrs. Khawla Bou Karim, a representative of the Benna Association for Media and Development, 
chief editor of the Social Media newspaper, and an investigative journalist 

He believes that the state could be accused of criminalizing poverty since, after2011, we could no 
longer talk about a development pattern because Tunisia was plunging into indebtedness to the point 
of recession due to the instability of regimes and the monopoly of power by a certain political party 
every time. 

Mr. Mohammed Al-Malki, Magistrate  

He said that the poverty rate must be taken into account in policy and our legal perceptions, and the 
poverty factor must be integrated into mitigating situations, based on the indicators offered. 

In terms of substance use, he argued that the state should take responsibility for providing drug 
abuse treatment services. 

Mr Mondher Cherni, Lawyer  

He disagreed with Professor Dorra Mahfouz's distinction of poverty and crime, citing the spread of 
crime in popular suburban areas, and that crime is a problem dependent on injustice since the poor's 
plight derives from a shortage of resources and the state's easiest remedies after its failure to deliver 
these services is the use of surveillance measures, the courts, and fearful rules. 

 

Second session 
Moderator: Ms Nejma Aoudi  

Mrs. Khawla Boukarim, Chief editor of the Social Media newspaper, and an investigative journalist: 
Rights threatened, and freedoms violated  

She revealed the executive authority's (the Ministry of Interior) 
regressing on the constitution in the twenty chapter by her 
interference. which were illustrated by their use of certain obsolete 
laws in the penal code in order to limit individual and public freedom , 
especially freedom of speech and the press, which are the most 
significant gains of the December 17 revolution managed by the use of 
Article 125 of the Penal Code, that imposes a one-year jail term and a 
financial penalty on anybody who criticizes the image of a public official. 
She believed that this chapter was being used by security forces to exact 
vengeance on journalists, bloggers, and civilians in general, and she 
listed cases, including the case of Islam Al-Hakiri , which was held by the 
public prosecution on accusations of defaming a public official . 
Similarly, Rania Al-Amdouni, a feminist and queer protester, was 

sentenced to 6 months in jail with an immediate execution on charges of absorbing an employee's 
side. It also presented many other examples of penal provisions issued in2021, such as 8-month jail 
sentences for 8 youths and the transfer of many children to the children's judge in the city of Bizerte 
during the month of January. 



 

It also said that many groups, including Human Rights Watch, called for the elimination of this chapter 
in2017, citing the fact that it constitutes a danger to human rights due to the fact that Tunisian law 
does not provide a description of what can be considered "a side digestion" under this chapter, It 
allows officials to view it arbitrarily with the aim of criminalizing legitimate expression. Noting that 
the law's arbitrary implementation forbids people from expressing their right to seek justice.  

Mr. Mehdi Trabesi, Communication representative 

To begin, it should be noted that the penal policy and the Tunisian Penal Code are strict in terms of 
expanding the scope of criminalization, considering the vast number of offences for which the 
legislator prescribes incarceration sentences for those who commit them, while many comparable 
regimes do not. 

 

Recommendations 

● Comprehensive reform of the Penal Code and the search for its consistency and basic guarantees 
in a civil and democratic state based on the rule of law, universal rights, and fundamental 
liberties.  

● Work on consecrating a modern criminal justice system breaking with the residues of the 
discriminatory ideology and rebukes based on the values of equality, rights and freedoms. 

● The necessity of reforming penal systems, updating them, and implementing new ideas and 
punitive means that reconciles with the recent social, political, and economic changes to achieve 
the penal system’s modern objectives and fix the culprits.  

● The necessity of merging the legal approach with the social approach and taking it as a standard 
in determining petty offences.  

● Activating mechanisms that confirm its usefulness by some courts and reinforcing them with legal 
documents and legislative frameworks that facilitate their implementation and finding a more 
flexible punishment than imprisonment.  

● Activating alternative penalties to prison established by the project and widening its network and 
withdrawing it from infractions and offences that are punishable by prison with a maximum 
duration of 3 years with the exception of some dangerous offences that harms the public order.  

● Cancelling the prison sentence for infractions and petty offences that require freedom depriving 
sentence for a short period of time and replacing them with a small fine.  

● Search for new alternatives for imprisonment and adoption of fining penalty adopted by the 
Tunisian criminal justice system.  

● Implementing alternative penalties even in the case of a comeback while taking into 
consideration exceptions made by law for crimes that harm society.  

● Adding more flexibility to conditions that the project to relieve convicts, Postponing enactment 
of punishment, and giving them parole, and special amnesty.  

● Work for the public interest and accrediting the experience of the district court of Sousse as an 
example during experience attendant desks that raised awareness of public institutions and 
associations.  

● The necessity of orienting judges to avoid judicial cards for the indicted and reliance on human 
rights approaches that the constitution and the international conventions such as the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights/ the international covenant on the Social, Economic, cultural, and 



 

political rights, and the European Convention on Human Rights. All these conventions assert that 
the accused is innocent until proven guilty and avoiding judicial cards for children.  

● The necessity of abolishing the Tunisian project for keeping the freedom depriving penalties in 
most of the petty offences and outdated laws that surpassed social evolution and intellectual 
progress for the Tunisian society for over 100 years such as the crimes emanating from Superior 
Orders from the Bey era.  

● Search for alternatives for freedom depriving penalties that can be inspired by legislations in 
Europe such as the French law postponing punishment and placing the perpetrator in a 
probationary period before they pass judgment.  

● The need to think about abolishing the criminal justice magazine as it has surpassed a century, its 
enactment emanated from a Superior Order, and it had been revised many times. Furthermore, 
the time has come for a change of outdated terms in the magazine. 
 

 

 

 


